has been stressed. From time to time mention has been made of these various 
exhibits as they have been placed on display for limited periods. Some of 
them have proved so popular that they have been loaned out to other organi- 
zations and institutions. 

This month for the first time they are all assembled in one place in the 
Academy's North American Hall. Here the outstanding accomplishments of 
the year are represented by a new fluorescent cabinet and strategic mineral 
display. a wartime nutritional exhibit, a display depicting the role played by 
insects as vectors of disease and an exhibit of the reptiles of California. The 
latter, prepared in response to needs of the army relative to field maneuvers 
within the state, consists of exact replicas of most of our native species of rep- 
tiles reproduced in plaster, wax, celluloid or latex. Emphasis has been placed 
on the fact that rattlesnakes are the only dangerous snakes in the state. 
Although there are eight species in California all but one are restricted to 
the extreme southern portion. 


— 


STAFF CHANGES 
Mrs. Vasnti F. Hawtey has been appointed Secretary to the Director, re- 
placing Mrs. Frieda L. Barrett, who has resigned to pursue graduate study 
at the University of California. 
Miss Grace Crowe, who has been dividing her time between work in the 
General Office and in the Department of Ornithology and Mammalogy, has 
been promoted to a full-time assistantship in the latter department. 


oe 


= 
SrupENT MeetinG to BE HELD ON JULY 10 

ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, July 10, Student Members of the Academy will 
meet in Room 214, Simson African Hall, in Golden Gate Park, at 2:00 o'clock. 
Dr. Robert C. Miller, Director of the Academy, will discuss the topic, “Some 
Biological Effects of Light.” He will also explain and demonstrate some of 
the equipment in use at the Academy for the measurement of light, from 
thousandths of a foot-candle to full sunlight. 

The Student Section of the Academy welcomes at its mectings all inter- 
ested persons, 
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July Announcement 


THE REGULAR JULY MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in Room 214, Simson African Hall on Wednesday afternoon, July 7, 
1943, at 3:30 o'clock. The speakers will be Miss Alice Eastwood, Curator of 
the Department of Botany, and Mr. John Thomas Howell, Assistant Curator 
of the Department of Botany at the Academy. Each speaker will discuss dif- 
ferent phases of: 


THe Botany DepartMgENtT, Irs History anp COLLECTIONS 


The Academy’s Department of Botany stems from the very beginning of 
the institution. At the first meeting on April 4, 1853, when the organization 
of an academy of sciences was proposed, one of the seven gentlemen attend- 
ing the meeting was Dr. Albert Kellogg, who was to be the first Curator of 
Botany. And the very first words in the published Proceedings of the Acad- 
emy under the date of September 4, 1854, are “Dr. A. Kellogg in the Chair.” 
At that meeting of the Academy the botanical objects to be considered 
headed the bee first, “a curious specimen of cabbage, grown on the Sac- 
ramento bottoms... ,” and second, Dr. Kellogg’s “drawing and specimens of 
a plant from the sea shore and salt marshes OG the Bay of San Francisco, the 


Frankenia grandifolia ...” Concerning Dr. Kellogg, the following is quoted 
from a brief biographical sketch in ae in 1893: 


“The name of Kellogg is inseparably connected with the botany of Cali- 
fornia. Coming to thise Seiten in 1849, at the age of thirty-five, he lived for 
nearly forty years in the midst of a rich and varied flora. He published at 
various times during his residence, several genera, two hundred and fifteen 
species, and several named varicties.” 

Dr. E. L. Greene in 1887 wrote in Pittonia of Dr. Kellogg's botanical work 
with great understanding and sympathy: “He had a great Aleve for all forms 
of plant life, more particularly of trees; and he had a keen eye for detecting 

varietal and specific differences. ... His name as a botanical writer is asso- 
ciated with a considerable number of the peculiar shrubs and trees of the 
California region, and also with some of the most beautiful of our indigenous 
Liliaceae, including Lilium Washingtonianum, L. pardalinum, L. parvum and 
L. maritimum. It Al also be connected prominently with the peculiar vege- 
tation of Cedros Island, the exploration of which remote and interesting spot 
was begun by Dr. Andrew J. Veatch, one of Dr. Kellogg's early associates in 
the Academy, as long ago as 1859. Dr. Torrey, in recognition of his services 
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to botanical science, early dedicated to him, under the name of Kelloggia, a 
Rubiaceous genus of the Sierra Nevada which has remained monotypical. 

“All who have known Dr. Kellogg will remember him as a man who, with- 
out asserting any claims to rank as a great botanist, was nevertheless one of 
the most erent lovers of plant life, especially of those forms of it which make 
the forest, grove and thicket. . 

Other curators of the Academy’ s Department of Botany have been Dr. 
Hermann Behr (see AcapbeMy News Lerrer for January, 1943), Dr. H. N. 
Bolander, and Mrs. Mary Curran Brandegee, all names well known in the 
Botany of California. Miss Alice Eastwood. the present Curator of Botany, 
became associated with the department as Mrs. Brandegee’s assistant in 1892 
and has been head of the department since 1894. 

Before the San Francisco earthquake and fire, the Academy’s herbarium 
was the largest and most important in western America. Since the fire, the 
collection has been rebuilt by Miss Eastwood so that the Academy's her- 
barium now numbers over 300,000 specimens and is again one of the i impor- 
tant research collections of the country. 

The public is cordially invited to hear Miss Eastwood-and Mr Howell 
recount the progress of their department. 

<> 


Arrican Hat. tro BE Oren Dality 
BEGINNING JULY 1, the Simson African Hall will be open to the public every 
day from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., instead of during the restricted hours pre- 
viously i in effect. Funds for this additional service have been provided by the 
City and County of San Francisco, in recognition of the keen interest of the 


public i in this fine museum hall. 
<— 


DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

UNDER THE heading “Academy Personalities” the editors of the News Ler- 
TER have from time to time published an account of the life of some outstand- 
ing member of the Academy. This has apparently proved of interest to our 
pealers and will be continued as occasion permits in the future. In view of 
the fact that many members are not familiar in detail with the activities of the 
various departments of the Academy it seems appropriate to add another 
column which will appear occasionally entitled “Departmental Activities.” 
In this way members may become acquainted with the Academy’s collections 
and the activities of the staff. 

This month the Department of Exhibits has been selected, since its activi- 
ties are most intimately connected with the general public and serve as a 
connecting link between the latter and the weetes units. Mr. Frank Tose, 
Chief of ehibits. and his assistants, Miss Velma Harris and Mr. Raymond 
Smith, have during the past year devoted their efforts almost entirely to the 
production of displays which have been deemed most valuable as museum 
contributions to the war effort. Public education in certain selected subjects 
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